
 

2019 OLA Session Handout  
Title:  If Wakanda had a library, what would be in it?                         Presenter: Rhea Smith 
____________________________________________________________________________
__Acknowledging territory  
“Wherever we, as OLA members, gather in the province of Ontario, we are meeting on the 
traditional territories of First Nations Peoples.  The Canadian Association of University Teachers 
has prepared Acknowledging Traditional Territory, a guide for acknowledging lands upon which 
its member institutions sit. Our acknowledgement and greeting is based upon this document.”  
 
Biography 
Rhea Smith will graduate from the MLIS program at the University of Western Ontario this 
spring.  She is Chair of the OLA’s Cultural Diversity & Inclusion Task Force and has been a 
library board trustee of the Oshawa Public Library. Rhea can be reached at rsmit273@uwo.ca 
and/or at https://www.linkedin.com/in/rhea-smith-61952525/ . 
 
Cultural Diversity & Inclusion Taskforce  
Mandate  To initiate, advise and mobilize support for appropriate action plans related to issues 
of cultural diversity in libraries within Ontario including recruitment, advancement and retention 
of underrepresented groups in libraries. The OLA Cultural Diversity and Inclusion Committee 
reports to the OLA Board of Directors.  Contact Sarah Roberts for more information. 
 
Definitions of Afrofuturism  
1) A movement in literature, music, art, etc., featuring futuristic or science fiction themes which 
incorporate elements of black history and culture. 
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/afrofuturism  
2) Afrofuturism is a cultural aesthetic that combines science-fiction, history and fantasy to 
explore the African-American experience and aims to connect those from the black diaspora 
with their forgotten African ancestry.  https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms/a/afrofuturism   
3) Director Ryan Coogler, (Black Panther)  “I think Afrofuturism finds a way to bridge the cultural 
aspects of the ancient African traditions with the potential of the future. Just looking at Africans 
and African culture in that context is refreshing, when you’re used to looking at it in the context 
that mainstream media tends to portray it.”  (The Independent) 
 
History of Afrofuturism  
1908- William Edward Burghardt Du Bois’ short story "Princess Steel” about a black 
sociologist who invents a “megascope” that can see across space and time.  
1950s- American jazz musician Sun Ra is considered one of the earliest proponents of 
Afrofuturism.  His work was inspired by ancient African influences as well as space themes. 
1961- Marvel comics first revealed the Black Panther character in its 1961 issue with The 
Fantastic Four.  In 1977 Black Panther debuted as a main character in his own series.  
1962- Samuel R. Delany is considered one of the most accomplished writers in 
African-American science fiction. He wrote his first novel, The jewels of Aptor, at the age of 19. 
Some of his most celebrated works include Babel-17, 1966 and Dhalgren, 1975.  In 2014, he 
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received the Damon Knight Grand Master Award from the Nebula Committee of Science Fiction 
and Fantasy Writers of America. 
1971- Octavia E. Butler wrote 12 award winning novels including critically acclaimed titles such 
as Kindred, 1979, Parable of the Sower, 1994, and Fledgling, 2005.  In 1995, she became the 
first science fiction author to receive a MacArthur Genius grant, “a five-year grant to individuals 
who show exceptional creativity in their work and the prospect for still more in the future.”  She 
died in 2006, and was inducted into the Science Fiction Hall of Fame in 2010.  
1993- The term Afrofuturism was first coined by author and American cultural critic, Mark Dery 
in an essay titled "Black to the Future." The essay questioned why black voices are largely 
absent from a genre whose themes are so often built around ideas of marginalisation.  
1996- The Tate Museum in London, England has Afrofuturism on its list of art terms. Visitors to 
its website can sample some of the work of Ellen Gallagher, who is considered one of the 
leaders in this art movement. Her works such as Afro Puff, 1996; DeLuxe, 2004; and Bird in 
Hand, 2006 are highly acclaimed and are influenced by her African-American and Irish heritage. 
2010- Janelle Monáe released her critically acclaimed first full-length album The ArchAndroid 
which reached the 17th spot on the Billboard 200.  On February 16, 2018- Monáe revealed Dirty 
Computer, through a video on YouTube. She has also made the complete 48 minutes musical 
film viewable on her website for her fandroids https://www.jmonae.com/. 
2012- Roye Okupe at YouNeek Studios started created Nigerian characters for his adult 
graphic novel series.  He has received a number of literary awards for his work and has 
appeared on several international media promoting his works. Roxane Gay, wrote six issues of 
Marvel’s Black Panther comic World of Wakanda along with Ta-Nehisi Coates, the current 
writer of the Black Panther comics.  Nelson Alondra, is prominent scholar on Afrofuturism.  Her 
book titled The Social Life of DNA:  Race, Reparations, and Reconciliation After the Genome 
was published in 2016.  http://www.alondranelson.com/books/afrofuturism  
2018- Marvel Studio released the Black Panther movie to worldwide acclaim.  
 
Library Applications 
Black History Month Displays, Reader’s Advisory, Steam Activities ie.: 
1.Science:  #M’Bakhu Challenge https://youtu.be/Kj8ajYoVFWs  
Design a science experiment based on the works of black scientists in reality or fantasy. 
2. Technology: Inspired by the mortar and pestle used commonly in African cultures, create a 
technology focused activity using these tools.  Try mashing bubble gum until it can post a note. 
3. Engineering:  Inspired by the pyramids of Egypt.  Blindfolded with a piece of Kente cloth for 
example, listen to teammates and try to assemble a pyramid of  dispersed blocks. 
4. Art: Inspired by the Abolitionists of African slaves and all people who envision a future in 
which we are all free and equal.  Fill in the blanks of a timeless hymn such as Amazing Grace, 
without using the internet.  You can call it Paper Karaoke. 
5.  Math:  Inspired by African braids, try Challah braiding with strands of yarn or playdough. 
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